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REVIEWS 


The American Catholic who’s who, 
1940 and 1941 (two years.) v.4. 
21'%cm. Detroit, Walter Romig and 
co. cl911, 1931-40. 496p. cloth 
$6.50; to libraries $5.85. 


The American Catholic who’s who 
was first issued in the present form in 
1935 and since that time has appeared 
biennially. It is based upon an older 
work with the same title which was 
edited by the late Georgiana Pell Curtis, 
and published by the Herder book com- 
pany of St. Louis in 1911. The copy- 
right of the earlier book was trans- 


a 


ferred to Walter Romig in 1931. The 
editors of the first edition of this new 
publication acknowledged the existence 
of the Curtis volume, but stated defi- 
nitely that they had prepared an entirely 
new work. At that time the style was 
changed from narrative to the highly 
condensed notation used in similar bio- 
graphical volumes. As the work is now 
published it is a companion to the 
English Catholic who’s who in purpose, 
as was originally planned, and follows 
its condensed form. This fourth edi- 
tion has also been compiled from in- 
formation newly assembled. 
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The first three editions gave a list of 
cooperating editors, but the fourth omits 
this information entirely although im- 
plying the presence of such a board. 

This edition includes not only promi- 
nent Catholics, both Roman and Greek, 
living in the United States, but also 
in the 
A few 


foreigners are included, but in each case 


those holding posts abroad, i.e., 
diplomatic and consular service. 


the person has in some way been asso- 
ciated with America, i.e., by education, 
travel, etc. This edition is composed of 
three parts, the first of which is the alpha- 
betical list; the second is the geographi- 
cal; and the third is a necrology of per- 
sons appearing in the previous editions. 
The first three editions included other 
lists, as the Catholics in Congress, but 
this one omits such details. 

The latest volume includes one half 
to two thirds more Catholics than the 
same sections in WVho’s who in America, 
1938-39. Of the total names 
the Catholic layman outnumbers the reli- 


included, 
gious about two to one. Many prom- 
inent Catholics are included but others 
The editors 
have explained, however, that all ques- 


are unexpectedly absent. 


tionnaires sent out by them were not 
returned. 

The American Catholic who’s who 
will be of use in Catholic communities 
and in large libraries where questions 
about the religious affiliations of promi- 
nent people are often asked. This title 


is recommended where needed. 


Biographical encyclopedia of Amer- 
ica. v.I. 309-11 5th Ave., N.Y., 
Biographical encyclopedia of America, 
inc., c1940. port. $20. 


A short preface signed “The Pub- 
lishers” states that “with this volume the 
Biographical encyclopedia of America 
makes its appearance,” thus intimating 
that it is an entirely new work. The 
preface also expresses the hope that “with 
each succeeding volume a more compre- 
hensive picture of contemporary life in 
America may be portrayed.” 

No editors or compilers are listed, and 
nowhere is any explanation given of the 
method or the standard of selection used 
in choosing names to be included. 

The material is arranged alphabeti- 
cally by name of person, with three pages 
of addenda at the end of the book. Articles 
vary in length from a few lines to a 
column, the amount of space allowed 
having little or no relation to the im- 
The type of 


information given is similar to that of 


portance of the subject. 


the average biographical dictionary but 
is occasionally supplemented by irrele- 
vant material probably supplied by the 
subject. 

Educators, lawyers, writers, doctors, 
musicians, clergymen, etc., are included. 
Among librarians only Sarah B. Askew’s 
name was noted, although many others of 
equal prominence are not included. 

There is an entry for Archibald Mac- 
Leish but information stops short of his 
appointment to the Library of Congress. 
Information about H. L. Mencken, how- 
ever, is recent enough to include his 
Happy days, c1940. 

Other apparent inconsistencies are the 
inclusion of Heifetz, Menuhin and Kous- 
sevitzky, but not Kreisler or Rachman- 
inoff. 
in other professions. 

Deviations occur from the ordinary 


Similar omissions were observed 
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name forms used by individuals such as 
those of Fred Wharton Rankin and Paul 
Sample who appear as Frederic Wharton 
Rankin and Paul Starrett Sample in 
Who's who in America, 1940-41. 

A check of one hundred names in the 
A, R and S sections of these two works 
showed thirty-six included in the Bio- 
graphical encyclopedia of America which 
are not in Who’s who in America, 1940- 
41. A reverse check of thirty names in 
the R section of Who’s who in America, 
1940-41, showed that only three of these 
are included in the Biographical encyclo- 
pedia of America. 

The lack of either geographical or 
occupational classification or other sup- 
plementary tables or statistics restricts 
the use of the book. 

Photographs varying in size and clear- 
ness of reproduction illustrate some of 
the articles. The biographical entries 
are printed in good, easy-to-read type. 
The paper and binding are fair. 

Because much of the information given 
here is readily found elsewhere, and be- 
cause it is unlikely that information about 
many persons included will be sought, 
the book is not recommended. 


Biographical encyclopedia of the 
world. Ist ed. 33% x 25cm. N.Y., 
Institute for research in biography, 
inc. [cl1940] 583p. illus. leatherette 
$15. (Publishers report “first edition 
has... been sold out. A second edi- 
tion is now in process of compilation.”’ ) 


The Biographical encyclopedia of the 
world is a new compilation written pri- 
marily in English, but containing some 
entries in foreign languages. The pref- 
ace states: “This volume contains an 


authentic record of notable living men 
and women throughout the world.” No 
information regarding the identity of 
the editors appears in the volume. 

The Biographical encyclopedia of the 
world includes biographical sketches of 
outstanding living men and women in all 
countries. “It records the careers of 
the heads of governments in each 
country, outstanding financial and in- 
dustrial executives, as well as leaders in 
the fields of art, science, religion, educa- 
tion, jurisprudence, medicine, engineer- 
ing, the army, the navy, aviation, poli- 
tics and diplomacy.” There are very 
obvious gaps and lacks in individual 
fields. For example, the volume con- 
tains biographical sketches of Sherwood 
Anderson and Gertrude Atherton but 
Maxwell Anderson and Pearl Buck are 
not listed. In the field of art, Thomas 
Hart Benton and Alfred Stieglitz are 
omitted. The field of government, how- 
ever, is much better represented. 

The importance and national or world 
significance of some of the entries is open 
to question. The 225 biographies in the 
A section were checked with the New 
York Times Index, Jan.-June 1939 and 
41 entries, approximately 18 percent of 
those listed in Biographical encyclopedia 
of the world, A section, were found in 
the Times Index. Information regard- 
ing 30 of the 41 persons whose names 
appeared in both the volume under re- 
view and the Times Index was readily 
found in Who’s who or in an American 
biographical dictionary. 

It is surprising to find a large number 
of biographies in foreign languages in a 
volume apparently intended for use by 
English-speaking people. In the A sec- 
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tion of the Biographical encyclopedia of 
the world there are five entries in 
Spanish, one in German and one in 
French. In the section B-Black, there 
are six entries in German, one in French 
and four in Spanish. Many of the bi- 
ographies written in Spanish are of resi- 
dents of South American countries but 
not all biographies of South Americans 
are in Spanish. Some biographies of 
Germans and Swiss are in German, some 
in English. No explanation of the policy 
of having certain entries in a foreign 
language is given. ‘The value of the 
volume for the average user is lessened 
by the employment of foreign languages. 

Abbreviations are not used in the bi- 
ographies, which are written in narrative 
style. Biographies checked with the 
same entries in Who’s who and Who’s 
who in America were found in most 
cases, to be accurate, dependable, and 
to contain similar data. Occasionally 
the biographies contain unnecessary de- 
tail; e.g., in the 23-line biography of 
Stokowski, 7 lines are devoted to his 
No men- 
tion is made of Mr. Stokowski’s mar- 
His birth date as 
given in Biographical encyclopedia of 
the world does not agree with that given 
in Grove’s dictionary of music and musi- 
cians. In a 24-line biography of Carl 
Sandburg only 5 lines are devoted to his 
literary work and 9 lines to his hobbies: 
goat-breeding 
Some biographies give full bibliographies 
with dates; others give no dates and as 
in the case of Sandburg are not complete. 

The material is arranged alphabeti- 
cally by name of biographee. Several 
errors in alphabeting were found. 


connection with the cinema. 


riages and children. 


and pawpaw growing. 








The set is illustrated with numerous 
photographs, poorly reproduced. The 
type is large, though it is uneven in 
weight and many examples of broken 
There are some 
The 3-column ar- 


type were observed. 
typographical errors. 
rangement on a large (934 x 1234 inches) 
page makes the volume awkward to 
handle. It is sturdily bound in dark 
red leatherette and because of this bind- 
ing, would stand up under considerable 
use. 

Because of unevenness in the selection 
of entries, use of foreign languages, 
duplication of material readily found in 
other biographical dictionaries, the 
volume is not recommended. 


Childcraft, in fourteen 
S. Edgar Farquhar, managing ed.; 
Patty Smith Hill, advisory ed.; Milo 
Winter, art ed. 14v. 25%4cm. (v.13, 
14, 35'%4cm.) Parent series 2902p.; 
Teacher series 2990p. Chicago, The 
Quarrie corporation, c1939. fabrikoid 


$42. 


Childcraft, reviewed in detail in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin for October 
1935, has been revised and expanded from 
a six-volume set with guide and spiral 
bound pasteboard covered art book to 
the 14 volumes of the present set, retain- 
ing the original plan of having two series, 
one for home use, the other for school 
use. The following volumes are identi- 
cal in both series as to number and con- 
tent: 1, Poems of early childhood; 2, 
Narrative poems and creative verse; Ex- 
perience stories and animal friends; 4, 
Tales and legends; 5, Our own country 
and foreign lands; 6, Holidays and 
famous people; 10, Nature excursions; 


volumes; 
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13, Art and music; 14, Science and in- 
dustry. In the Parent series there are 
these individual volumes: 7, The grow- 
ing child ; 8, Guidance and development ; 
9, Ways to learning; 11, Play activities; 
12, Parent guide-index. The Teacher 
series includes as special volumes: 7, 
Fundamentals of teaching; 8, Guidance 
of the child; 9, The school subjects; 11, 
Units of 12, ‘Teachers 
manual-index. 

The purpose of the set, to provide 
“basic imaginative and factual materials 
for the enjoyment, care and education of 
young children,” is carried out by appro- 
priate stories, fairy tales, legends and . 
poetry for children under 10 in the first 
six volumes; in the next six volumes, by 
articles on child training and education 
from authorities representing progressive 
views in these fields to “assist in the 
development of the whole child.” 

According to the publishers, more than 
50 percent of the entire work has been 
reset and 716 pages of new material have 
been added. In this revision a general 
improvement in text and illustration has 
been noted. 

Materials for the child’s own use range 
from Mother Goose and the simpler 
poems of Stevenson, de la Mare, Lear and 
others (v.1), through the folk tales of 
Grimm, Jacobs and Hawthorne (v.4), 
to excerpts from such books as Laura 
Ingalls Wilder’s Little house in the big 
woods, Mary Mapes Dodge’s Hans 
Brinker, or the Silver skates, and Nora 
Burglon’s Children of the soil (v.5). In 
genera], the traditional wording is used 
for Mother Goose, and excerpts from 
long stories are not rewritten, preserving 
as a whole, the spirit of the original 


experience ; 


—— 


stories. Holiday materials and sketches 
of famous people (v.6) are expedient 
rather than stimulating. 

Volumes intended for adult use cover 
the essentials of theory and practice in 
normal or average situations in both 
home and school. Authority is given to 
the set by the competency of the contribut- 
ing authors. Among the chapters are 
Reading, by Marjorie Hardy; Spelling, 
by Ernest Horn; Social studies, by Grace 
E. Storm; Children and money, by 
Sidonie M. and Benjamin C. Gruenberg; 
Literature, by Alice Dalgliesh; Pets and 
their care, by William G. Vinal. 

Short bibliographies, including books, 
a few pamphlets and magazine references, 
accompany each article. Dates are not 
given for any book entries, but a check 
shows some publication dates as early as 
1916, 1923. The fourth edition of the 
Children’s catalog, Minnie E. Sears, edi- 
tor, is listed (v.9, p.146 of the Teacher 
series), instead of the fifth edition edited 
by Siri Andrews. The inclusion of out- 
of-print titles in some bibliographies is 
explained by a note, as in v.10, p.136: 
“Some of the books listed here are now 
out of print, but they may be found in 
public libraries or secondhand book- 
shops.” 

Although there is no general index to 
either set as a whole, there are indexes to 
different groups of volumes which make 
the contents readily available; volume 2 
indexes by author, title, and first line, 
poems in volumes | and 2; volume 6 
indexes by author and title the prose 
selections in volumes 3-6; the Guide 
(v.12) indexes volumes 7-14. 

The physical make-up of the set is 
satisfactory ; paper and binding are strong 
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and of good color; print is large and 
clear; illustrations are numerous and 
suited to the theme of the article. Weak 
line drawings of the earlier edition have 


been replaced by good photographic 
prints. These illustrate many of the 


articles for adult use while imaginative 
pictures are used for the stories. Volumes 
1 and 2, with decorated margins and 
numerous pictures, both in color and 
black and white, are crowded and less 
tastefully designed than volumes 3-6. 
The same criticism applied to the previous 
edition. 

To parents wanting ready aid in under- 
standing and sharing their children’s de- 
velopment, to teachers desiring collections 
of literature and brief teaching sugges- 
tion as embodied here, and to small 
libraries lacking sufficient books in the 
fields represented, the set should prove 
valuable. Such a set offers the advantage 
of having this material conveniently at 
hand, but even though the material is 
competently presented, the articles are 
necessarily brief and do not take the 
place of subjects to be found in individual 
Consequently the set offers little 
to the large library whose book collection 


books. 


covers in greater detail subjects which are 
merely introduced here. 

The set is recommended for home use 
and for those public libraries and schools 
where more adequate sources are not 
readily available. 


Dictionary of American history; 
James Truslow Adams, ed.-in-chief ; 
R. V. Coleman, managing ed. 6v. 
26cm. N.Y., Scribner, 1940. $60 after 
publication. Special price before pub- 
lication to schools and libraries. 








This dictionary is made up of brief 
and compact articles covering American 
history in its widest sense. Cultural, 
artistic, literary, social, economic and in- 
dustrial history are included. Although 
the articles naturally vary in the tech- 
nicality of the language used, the set 
should be understandable and useful to 
an exceptionally wide range of readers. 

The Dictionary of American history, a 
stupendous cooperative undertaking, was 
begun in 1936. A vast index of proposed 
subjects was made by members of the 
leading learned historical societies. After 
a sifting of this index of proposed sub- 
jects, word space was suggested for each 
topic and the topics were then assigned 
to scholars considered to be best equipped 
for writing on each. In the case of cer- 
tain specialized modern subjects the 
articles were written by men most closely 
connected with events, e.g., Admiral 
Byrd on Polar flights, Arthur E. Morgan 
on Tennessee Valley authority and Flood 
control, General John J. Pershing on 
the American expeditionary forces and 
Gutzon Borglum on Borglum’s colossal 
sculptures. Over a thousand persons 
have thus contributed to the dictionary, 
most of whom are included in Who's 
who in America. 

In general the articles are brief, deal- 
ing with a definite subject or aspect of 
our history. ‘There are, however, as 
stated in the foreword, “a number of 
‘covering articles,’ each of which not only 
presents its broader subject in an orderly 
sequence but, by cross references, guides 
the reader to the various supporting or 
related articles in which the individual 
phases of the subject are treated in more 
detail.” This arrangement has neces- 
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sitated the use of constant cross refer- 
ences both by citation (see and see also) 
and by the elevated symbol gv. (quid 
vide) or the plural ggv. The qv’s call 
attention to related subjects and are help- 
ful to the reader desiring to explore every 
aspect of a subject. 

There are a few general articles which 
give a summary of a subject. Some of 
these are Congresses, Ist to 76th, Table 
of; Expenditures, Federal; Farm credit 
agencies, Federal; Investments abroad; 
Legislation, Quantity of Federal and 
State. More subjects, presented in this 
way, would add to the value of the set. 

Five volumes, A through Z, are now 
available. The final (index) volume 
will be published in a month, making a 
total of five volumes of text, plus an index 
volume. The only previous work which 
is comparable to this set is the New 
Larned history for ready reference which 
was published in 1922-24. 

Each article is signed by the author. 
The articles are well selected, well 
written and compact. It would be dif- 
ficult to find elsewhere in such definite 
and concise form such entries as Brady 
photographs, Chiswell’s mines, Gang- 
sters (which gives the cost of crime), 
International peace garden, Interstate 
compacts, and Raw materials. Much 
recent material is included. Such articles 
as the following are devoted to current 
events: Agriculture, Governmental con- 
trol of farm credit agencies; Boondog- 
gling; Managed currency; Rayon. The 
set makes free use of catchwords and 
phrases, titles and popular names of laws, 
etc., which makes it a handy tool for locat- 
ing information often difficult to find in 
histories or general encyclopedias. 


It must be remembered that the set is 
a dictionary and not an encyclopedia. 
Consequently it does not include the texts 
of documents or historical speeches. In 
most cases the history of the act is told 
briefly. Two documents which are given 
in full, however, are the Constitution of 
the United States and the Declaration of 
Independence. 

Each article is followed by a brief 
bibliography. In the foreword the editor 
says, “The items in the brief. bibliogra- 
phies have been selected, so far as possible, 
with a view to accessibility in the average 
library. References do not include vol- 
umes, chapters or page numbers if the 
subject may easily be found in the work 
referred to; but in those cases in which 
there might be difficulty, exact citations 
are provided.” 

The bibliographies are not a strong 
feature of the set. Many are excellent 
but there is an unevenness in the number 
of references given and in their value. 
Few page citations and no dates are in- 
cluded but there may be plans to give a 
full bibliography including dates in the 
index volume. There are some books re- 
ferred to that are sectional, out of print or 
fairly rare. Many bibliographies give only 
references to local daily newspapers as in 
the case of the Black legion, Eastland, 
Galveston storm, Herrin massacre, etc., 
but as the dates of these occurrences ap- 
pear in the text the general references to 
newspaper material seems to be adequate. 

The text is set in double column and 
the general make-up is good. The set 
is well bound in blue buckram; the type 
is clear, and the paper satisfactory. The 
first five volumes each contain an average 
of 467 pages. 
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Because of its broad scope, its value 
as a “quick reference” tool, its timeli- 
ness and the authentic, simple and clear 
manner in which its material is presented, 
this dictionary is recommended for high 
school, public and college libraries. 


Modern shop practice; a reading 
course and general reference work on 
machine shop work, machine shop 
management, pattern making, foundry 
work, tool making, forging, tool design, 
metallurgy, welding, 
electric welding, mechanical drawing, 
machine drawing, machine design, etc. ; 
editor-in-chief, Howard Monroe Ray- 
mond assisted by a corps of 
mechanical engineers, designers and 
specialists in shop methods and manage- 
ment. Rev. ed. 8v. 21cm. Chicago, 
American technical society, c1940. 
3213p. illus. fabrikoid $29.80; 25 per- 


cent discount to libraries. 


oxyacetylene 


Machine shop operations, by J. W. 
Barritt. 2734cm. Chicago, American 
technical society, c1937. 790p. illus. 
fabrikoid. Complete set, including 
Machine shop operations $34.80; 25 
percent discount to libraries. Also 
available as a separate at $5. 


The previous edition of Modern shop 
practice was reviewed in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin in April 1931. Like its 
predecessors this 13th edition consists of 
a number of elementary textbooks on 
various phases of machine shop practice, 
most of which have appeared separately. 
This edition contains eight volumes, one 
more than the previous edition. ‘The 
authentic, plainly written information 


contained in this set is intended for the 
apprentice, mechanic and machinist. 

The authors and collaborators are 
well-known technical men who are con- 
nected with engineering colleges, techni- 
cal journals and industrial concerns, many 
of whom have previously written one or 
more technical books. 

Practically all of the sections which 
appeared in the old edition have been 
rearranged in the new set. For instance, 
the section on Tool design, by C. B. Cole, 
was in volume 6 of the old set. In the 
new edition this material is reprinted 
without change in volume 4. Pattern 
making, by R. H. Fortman appeared in 
volume 7 of the old edition and, in its 
thoroughly revised form, now appears in 
volume 6. The publishers give no reason 
for these changes and no special advan- 
tage can be seen in the rearrangement. 

The range of subject matter and 
amount of revision is shown in the fol- 
lowing summary: 

v.l1. About 10 percent of the section 
entitled Machine shop work is either new 
or has been revised. This section was 
published in 1939 as a separate at $2.75. 
The section on Modern manufacturing 
contains only three pages of new material. 
The section on Modern shop management 
includes only two and one half pages of 
new material. 

v.2. Pattern making contains about 20 
percent revision and enlargement (avail- 
able as a separate at $2, c1938). Practical 
physics, Air tools, and Slide rule are 
reprinted without change. 

v.3. Foundry work contains about 20 
percent revision and enlargement (avail- 
able as a separate at $2, c1939). Forg- 
ing practice is entirely revised and en- 
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larged (available as a separate at $1.50, 
c1938). 

v.4. Tool making is an entirely new 
section replacing one of the same title in 
the previous edition (available as a 
separate at $3.50, c1939). Tool design, 
and Dies and sheet metal stamping have 
been reprinted, in this edition, without 
change. 

v.5. Metallurgy has been thoroughly 
revised and greatly enlarged (available 
as a separate at $1.50, c1938). Oxyacety- 
lene welding (available as a separate at 
$1.25, c1939) and Electric welding 
(available as a separate at $1.25, c1938) 
are entirely new, replacing older sections 
by the same titles. 

v.6. Blueprint reading has _ been 
thoroughly revised and tripled in size 
(available as a separate at $1.50, c1932). 
Practical mathematics and Logarithms 
are reprinted without change. A 102- 
page section on Trigonometry is entirely 
new. 

v.7. This volume contains no new ma- 
terial. The sections which make up this 
volume—Mechanical drawing and Ma- 
chine drawing—are both reprinted from 
the previous edition without any changes 
except for the deletion of numerous 
pages. 

v.8. Mechanism remains the same as 
in the old edition. Machine design is 
entirely new (available as a separate at 
$3, c1939). 

Each volume contains its own index 
and volume 8 contains a general index 
for the complete set. Modern shop prac- 
tice is strongly and attractively bound in 
washable dark red fabrikoid stamped in 
aluminum. It is printed clearly on good 
paper and the pages contain wide margins. 


a 


Lost or damaged volumes can be replaced 
for $3.75, less 25 percent to libraries. 

The 790-page supplementary volume, 
Machine shop operations, consists of a 
loose-leaf flexible binder in the same dark 
red fabrikoid as that of the 8-volume set 
but of a larger page size, 814 x 11 inches. 
The 267 “job tickets” which make up this 
volume explain typical operations on a 
lathe, milling machine, slotter, horizontal 
boring mill, shaper, drill press, layout 
work, etc. The step-by-step operations 
and tools required to complete each job 
are given. A set of quiz questions appears 
at the end of each job ticket. This is an 
effective method of explaining typical 
machine shop operations. The various 
steps are clearly explained and illustrated. 
Exceptionally good drawings add to the 
clarity of the text. This publication 
originally appeared in 1937 and can be 
purchased as a separate at $5 less 25 per- 
cent to libraries. No reduction is made 
in its price if this volume is purchased 
with the set. 

The main fault of the set lies in its 
attempt to cover too broad a field. Ma- 
chinists are not primarily interested in 
the slide rule, logarithms, forging and 
welding. 

Modern shop practice should be useful 
as circulating material in libraries which 
have home students, trade school students 
and machinists among their readers. 
Libraries which own the previous edition 
can, and probably have, brought their 
sets up to date by purchasing the separates 
as they appeared. 

If duplication of a considerable amount 
of useful material is desired, or if a 
library does not own the previous edition, 
the set is recommended. 
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The new American encyclopedia; 
a concise and comprehensive reference 
work especially planned, compiled and 
written for school, college, office and 
home use. Editor-in-chief, C. Ralph 
Taylor, M.A., with special articles 
and departmental supervision by a 
corps of educators, writers and special- 
ists in the United States and Europe. 
.. . Rev. ed. 21cm. Boston, Books, 
inc., c1939. 1496p. blue fabrikoid $1. 
This encyclopedia is designed pri- 

marily for those desiring a concise and 

handy volume of factual information. 

The editorial policy as stated in the pref- 

ace “. . . aims to lead, in the selection of 

the essential subjects and the essential 
facts of those subjects which should 
meet and serve the average American 
who is living in the tempo of this progres- 
sive age.” Special emphasis has been 
placed upon those subjects which the 
editor-in-chief considers of special in- 
terest in the United States today. 
One of these is the article on U.S. 

New Deal which is 21 pages in length 

or 18% pages longer than the article of 

the United States of America. The New 

Deal article is much longer and written 

in greater detail than one would expect 

in a one volume work of this kind. Much 
of the matter is essentially controversial 
and the manner in which the article is 
presented indicates a definite biased edi- 
torial policy. The article on Propa- 
ganda covers 144 pages; Wages and 
hours law, + pages; Munich conference, 

1% columns; Aircraft and aviation, 

6% pages; Automobile, 1 column; 

Health, 33 pages. 


The article on Health includes ma- 








terial on health diets, reducing diets and 
an 8-page treatment on exercise, with 
many diagrams. Various diseases are 
considered but are not arranged alpha- 
betically under Health and are some- 
times without a cross reference in the 
text, e.g., there is no reference from Gall- 
stones or Gall bladder to Health, where 
a full column article is included on the 
subject. 

Many important new subjects are 
included among the 20,000 entries, some 
of which, as previously indicated, are 
not usually found in this type of publica- 
tion. Articles and statistics are up to 
date for the most part and the book con- 
tains a number of useful tables and dia- 
grams. 

Abbreviations are used freely to save 
space, e.g., Br. govt. for British govern- 
ment and Mex. for Mexico or Mexican. 
Pronunciations are not given. Many 
cross references are used although these 
are occasionally omitted where they are 
needed. In the article on Sir Oliver 
Lodge, an error gives his death date as 
1935. 

The illustrations are in black and 
white and while some are clear and use- 
ful, cthers are smudgy and slight in value. 
In some cases both the illustration and 
the text are not clear, e.g., p.178, Bridge. 
The paper is poor and the binding is 
weak. 

The articles, as a rule, are simply and 
clearly written for the average reader. 
They are nontechnical in treatment and 
vocabulary and verge on newspaper 
style at times. The material contained 
in this volume was prepared by C. Ralph 
Taylor, editor-in-chief, and “a corps of 
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educators, writers and specialists in the 
United States and Europe.” No list of 
contributors is given and the articles are 
unsigned. 

This encyclopedia represents a good 
value for those who cannot afford a more 
costly publication but it is not recom- 
mended for libraries. 


Personality development: a practi- 
cal self-teaching course, comprising 
health, posture, dress, grooming, 
voice and speech, conversation, social 
and business etiquette, self-confidence, 
poise, living and working with others, 
acquiring background, improvement 
of mind and character, achieving suc- 
cess and happiness, by Estelle B. 
Hunter. 5v. 13 x 19%cm. Chicago, 
Better-speech institute of America, 
c1939. illus. leatherette $5, includ- 


ing solid walnut container. 


The purpose of this five-volume course 
in personality development is not only 
to make the reader see his faults, but to 
recognize his possibilities for improve- 
According to the 
author the five volumes contain only 


ment and growth. 


tried and practical suggestions that any- 
one can put into practice. 

In the foreword the author acknowl- 
edges the advice and assistance of men 
and women who are well known in the 
fields discussed and who are in position 
to offer practical aid. Among them are 
listed: W. W. Bauer, Director, Bureau 
of health education, American medical 
association; Paul L. Schroeder, Psy- 
chiatrist, Director, Institute for juvenile 
research; Frances McFadden, Manag- 
ing editor, Harper’s Bazaar; Louise 


— 


Giffene, Fashion adviser, Bullock’s, Los 
Angeles; Evelyn Nickerson, Designer, 
Lecturer, and Fashionist, Lever broth- 
ers; Henry L. Jackson, Fashion edi- 
tor, Esquire and Apparel Arts; Juliet 
Barker, Radio, Lecturer, Teacher of 
voice, diction, and dramatics; and Alice 
M. Farquhar, Readers’ adviser, Chicago 
public library. 

Each unit of the course makes up one 
volume of the set. The material in the 
units is grouped in the following way: 

I. Your physical self—Good posture, 
Physical fitness, Mental health. 

II. Dress and grooming—Making 
your clothes enhance your personality, 
The well-dressed woman, The well- 
dressed man. 

III. Voice and expression—Speech 
improvement, Social conversation, Busi- 
ness English. 

IV. Mind and _ background—Keep- 
ing up with the world of knowledge, 
Know your work, Background of gen- 
eral knowledge, Increasing mental effi- 
ciency. 

V. Your way of life—Character, the 
keystone of personality, Good manners, 
the Principles you live by. 

Each unit is, as is shown above, di- 
vided into several sections. Each of 
these sections follows up the discussion 
with “Suggestions for reading and ques- 
tions for self-appraisal.” 

For a set of this type, Personality de- 
velopment contains nothing that is of- 
fensive. The style is clear and the 
material is outlined in an orderly man- 
ner, making the set usable with a wide 
range of readers. The emphasis is 
placed on the interpretation of princi- 
ples rather than on boring discussions of 
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the basic principles of good conduct and 
wholesome human relationships. If the 
author errs it is in the thoroughness with 
which she illustrates principles with do’s 
and don’t’s. 

“Suggestions for reading” which ap- 
pear in each volume include well-chosen 
and up-to-date titles and the text is 
amply filled with quotations from the 
best books on the subjects discussed. 

The “Self-appraisal tests” which ap- 
pear in each volume will succeed in 
pointing out strength and weakness in 
personality if the reader is persistent 
enough to use them, 

Excellent black-and-white _ illustra- 
tions by S. Mahrea Cramer add to the 
value of the set. The books, handy in 
size, are bound in brownish leatherette 
and are lettered in gold. The print and 
paper are good. A wooden walnut book 
tray accompanies the set. 

Personality development is recom- 


mended. 


A picture dictionary for children: 
a first guide to the meanings, spellings 
and use of words and a fascinating in- 
troduction to the adventure of build- 
ing a vocabulary ; by Garnette Watters 
and §S. A. Courtis. 29cm. N.Y., 
Grosset, c1939. 478p. paper (Class- 
room ed.) 50c; boards (Popular ed.) 
$1; reinforced cloth $1.25; reinforced 
buckram $1.50. 


This recent addition to the number of 
dictionaries for children is designed for 
the very young child. Although this is 
the first venture of its kind the book is 
founded on the broad teaching experience 
of its compilers. They say, “As soon as 
beginning readers have grasped the con- 


cept of words as symbols for experience 
and ideas, the use of the dictionary may 
be begun. Its use should continue until 
the maturity of the reader has led him 
into vocabularies beyond the five thousand 
words in the Picture dictionary.” The 
selection of words and their variants will 
meet the needs of most children through 
the third grade. A large percentage of 
the words can be found in the currently 
approved word lists for primary grades, 
such as Gates, Thorndike, and Horn- 
Packer. 

The complexities of dictionaries here- 
tofore published for adults and children 
have been omitted in this simpler book 
so that it will be comprehensible and in- 
teresting to young readers using it in- 
dependently. 

There are over 450 pages and each of 
these introduces in alphabetical order 
from four to six new words in various 
combinations, The layout of the page is 
interesting and different. In the vertical 
margins of each page are the letters of 
the alphabet, being omitted one by one 
as the sections of A, B, C, D, etc., are 
completed. The rest of the large page is 
divided into rectangular boxes by hori- 
zontal lines. In these boxes there are, 
on the left hand, the new word in type, in 
script and in manuscript writing; the 
space to the right uses the word in one 
or two short sentences often with syno- 
nyms suggested, or another meaning 
where spelling of a different word is 
identical ; plurals, tenses, and comparative 
forms are shown in parentheses. Many 
of the words are illustrated with simple 
line drawings. There is sufficient space 
on the page so that the effect is not con- 
fusing or cluttered. 
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At the beginning of the book is a page 
of suggestions for boys and girls as to the 
use and enjoyment of the Picture dic- 
tionary. At the end are a few pages 
explaining its purpose to parents and 
There is also a list of all the 
words used, those defined and the variants 
included but not defined, with note of 
the pages where they will be found. 

The dictionary could be used in learn- 
alphabet, printing, writing, 
spelling, discovering new words and their 
meanings, enlarging the child’s vocabu- 
lary, developing a satisfactory attitude 
toward reading and the use of books, and 
making agreeable experiences of these 
phases of learning. The moderate cost 
of the book brings the interesting pos- 
sibilities within reach of most. 

Unquestionably the principal use of 
the Picture dictionary will be in the home 
and elementary schools. 


teachers. 


ing the 


It is recom- 
mended for ownership there, also for 
slow readers in school libraries and for 
public libraries where there is a disposi- 
tion to experiment with such a tool in the 
hands of young children. 


Practical business administration: 
a home study course and general refer- 
ence work on business correspondence, 
office management, retail selling, sales 
and advertising, production, economics 
of business, commercial law, account- 
ing, auditing, finance, statistics; pre- 
pared by a staff of accountants, audi- 
tors, engineers, and 
specialists in business methods and ad- 
ministration; over 1500 illustrations, 
diagrams and charts. 12v. Chicago, 
American technical society, 1940, 


management 


c1939. Rev. ed. $39.80; to libraries 
$29.85. 


Earlier editions of Practical business 
administration were reviewed in the Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin, July 1934 and 
July 1936. 

A letter from the publisher states the 
retail price of the 12 volumes, plus the 
loose-leaf binder of self-quiz lessons and 
examinations (with answers included) is 
$44.80 less 25 percent to libraries. Lost 
or damaged volumes may be replaced at 
$3.32 each, less a 25 percent library dis- 
count. 

This work is a collection of texts on 
various business subjects for home study. 
According to the foreword, the volumes 
have been prepared “‘in the belief that a 
demand exists for a Library which shall 
embrace all branches of business.”” Each 
volume deals with one or two subjects, 
presented in an elementary way. Each 
volume has an index, but there is no 
general index to the complete set. 

Subjects covered by the individual 
volumes are: 

v.1. Business correspondence, by L. E. 
Frailey, editorial director of Dartnell 
corporation. Office management, by R. 
V. Cradit, associate professor of business 
organization, Central Y.M.C.A. college, 
Chicago. 

v.2. Effective retail selling, by B. F. 
Baker, instructor in business, Englewood 
high school, Chicago, is entirely new. 
This material was published as a separate 
at $2.25, c1939. 

v.3. Sales and salesmanship, by C. A. 
Gauss, advertising counselor formerly 
with §.K.F. industries, inc., and L. I. 
Wightman, technical advertising coun- 
selor, formerly advertising manager of 
Ingersoll-Rand co. This material was 
published as a separate at $3, c1935. 

v.4. Advertising, by C. A. Gauss and 
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L. I. Wightman. This material was 
published as a separate at $3, c1935. 

v.5. Production management, by A. 
M. Simons, with Bureau of medical eco- 
nomics, American medical association 
and formerly lecturer on personnel rela- 
tions at the University of Wisconsin. 

v.6. Production management, by A. 
M. Simons. Business organization, by 
R. V. Cradit. 

v.7. Economics of business, by W. J. 
Graham, assistant professor of account- 
ing, School of business, University of 
Chicago. 

v.8. Commercial law, by John A. 
Chamberlain, member of Cleveland law 
firm, Stearns, Chamberlain and Royon; 
revised by R. V. Cradit. 

v.9. Theory and practice of account- 
ing, by Spurgeon Bell, director of Bureau 
of research and statistics of the Federal 
home loan board; revised by W. J. Gra- 
ham. 

v.10. Theory and practice of account- 
ing, by Spurgeon Bell; revised by W. J. 
Graham. Managerial accounting, by H. 
W. Quaintance; revised by E. R. Jones, 
member of law firm, Marshall and Jones, 
Chicago. The material contained in 
volumes 9 and 10 was published as a one- 
volume separate at $3.50, c1935. 

v.11. Cost accounting, by W. J. 
Graham. Auditing, by W. J. Graham. 
Financial management, by J. O. Mc- 
Kinsey, formerly professor of business 
policies, University of Chicago. 

v.12. Financial management, by J. O. 
McKinsey. Practical statistics, by T. M. 
Robinson, agricultural statistician, Bu- 
reau of agricultural economics. 

The 1940 edition included very little 
material not included in the 1937 edition 


of Practical business administration. 
Volumes 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 of 
the 1940 edition consist of the same ma- 
terial by the same authors as volumes 2, 
3, 4, 5, 1, 12, 6 and 7 respectively, of 
the 1937 edition. The text on Business 
correspondence in the 1940 edition is 
more inclusive than the account in the 
1937 edition. The former has more 
samples of the different types of business 
letters—sales, adjusting complaints, col- 
lection, application, etc. There are 35 
pages devoted to sales letters in the 1940 
edition and only 8 pages given in the 
1937 edition. The new edition also 
discusses such items as the cost of a letter, 
letterheads, and unusual letter prob- 
lems. 

The 1937 edition (v.11, p.243-62, by 
W. J. Graham) discusses office equip- 
ment only, while the corresponding 
volume in the 1940 edition (v.1, p.175- 
298, by R. V. Cradit) includes principles 
of office organization and management as 
well. There is also a new 26 page sec- 
tion on organizing office activities, main- 
taining office records, selecting employees, 
purchasing and distributing supplies. 
The punched card accounting system is 
not mentioned in the 1937 edition, while 
the 1940 edition includes 22 pages on 
this method. 

There has been comparatively little 
change in the material included since the 
set came out as Business management 





series in 1922, especially in the volumes 
on salesmanship, advertising, and produc- 
tion management. Better and more recent 
information on all the subjects covered 
is readily available in other books. 

The set is not recommended for purt- 
chase by libraries. 
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Who’s who in American education; 
an illustrated biographical diction- 
ary of eminent living educators of the 
United States ; ed. by Robert C. Cook; 
9th ed., 1939-40. Nashville, Tenn., 
Who’s who in American education, 


inc., c1940, 871p. blue buckram $10. 


Earlier editions of Who’s who in 
American education were reviewed in 
the Subscription Books Bulletin, Octo- 
ber 1930 and October 1936. 

In its alphabetical arrangement and 
skeleton statements of biographical in- 
formation, Who’s who in American edu- 
cation resembles the standard biographical 
dictionaries. It lacks, however, special 
features such as geographical and media 
indexes which increase the reference value 
of such dictionaries. The only approach 
to information in the volume is through 
the name of the biographee. 

Most of the persons included in this 
new edition are from the higher educa- 
tional brackets, with only a fair represen- 
tation of teachers and officials in the 
elementary and secondary fields. The 
preface states: “Practically all educators 
included in our book are recommended to 
us by professional friends.” 

A number of the biographical sketches 
of both prominent and less-known educa- 
tors are accompanied by a photograph of 
the biographee. For the greater part, 
these photographs are very poorly re- 
produced, 

Cross references to volumes VII and 
VIII of Who’s who in American educa- 
tion are so frequent in this edition that it 
would be necessary to have the earlier 
editions for the fullest use of volume IX. 
If an educator’s life has been fully covered 
in earlier editions of this title or 


———— 


adequately covered in some other bio- 
graphical dictionary, full information is 
not given in the ninth edition of Who’s 
who in American education. 

Not recommended. 


World epochs, Washington, D.C. 13v. 
23cm. (United States Flag associa- 
tion, v.I-XII, c1926; v. XIII, c1939) 
illus., facsims., pl. $60-$250 according 
to binding; all prices net. (The Sales 
department is in the offices of Parke, 
Austin & Lipscomb, inc., 500 5th 
Ave., which is the Association’s New 
York address. ) 


To the original 12 volumes already 
reviewed in the October 1937 issue of 
Subscription Books Bulletin has been 
added a new one, without any illustra- 
tions, making 13 volumes now in the set. 
Those having purchased the original set 
may secure the new volume on a pro rata 
basis, the publishers say. 

It is entitled “WV orld epochs; volume 
thirteen, general index of volumes one to 
twelve, including brief biographies; 
bibliography of famous historical works, 
chronology of epochal events; chronol- 
ogies of all leading countries, prepared 
under the direction of Albert H. Highton, 
with a staff of specialists.” 

As the publishers say they have made no 
changes in the original set no further 
comment on this portion of the set is 
made. The new volume, however, repre- 
sents an effort to meet the criticism of a 
set lacking bibliographies and a general 
index. Unfortunately the indexing is 
uneven in form and often includes in- 
consequential entries. In the index 
volume (v.XIII, p.vii) there is a para- 
graph explaining the general index, but 
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the examples used as illustrations are diffi- 
cult or impossible to locate. For one, 
“How does Solon’s law code compare with 
that of Hammurapi?” There is a refer- 
ence under Solon to v.I, p.12, but that 
does not give sufficient information to 
answer the question. No direct clue in- 
dicating this comparison is to be found 
under such words as Code, Code of law 
nor Hammurapi. 

Although the set is “distributed ex- 
clusively to life members of the United 
States Flag association,” the index lacks 
any evident reference to the making of 
the American flag, Betsy Ross, or similar 
associated topics. (Any one buying a set 
of World epochs becomes a member of 
this organization, and with the set re- 
ceives a life membership certificate. ) 

The “brief biographies” mentioned on 
the title page are only the regular entries 
in the index, as “Cartwright, Edmund, 
invents powerloom, V, 203 (note) ; VI, 
xiii.” 

“Epochal events” is a section of chrono- 
logical tables showing date, event, volume, 
page, author and numbers referring to 
related items in the general bibliography. 
The items under divisions of events be- 
come more plentiful as they reach mod- 
ern times, e.g., the ancient history section 
is too brief to include Philip of Mace- 
donia, although he has often been com- 
pared with present-day dictators. 

The “chronologies of leading coun- 
tries’ are in alphabetical order under 
name of country with cross references 
from one form of name to the other. 
1936 is the latest date for any event in- 
cluded in the tables although the volume 
was copyrighted in 1939. 

The bibliography section is arranged 
from ancient to modern times, and from 


the general to the specific period. Each 
entry is numbered and annotated but 
omits bibliographic detail other than 
author, title, and number of volumes. It 
includes a few historical novels, as The 
last days of Pompeii. 

The publishers say that the element 
of interest in content and style rather 
than the choice of a standard historical 
title was the determining factor in select- 
This would justify the 
inclusion of Cottler’s Map makers, but 
hardly a translation of Compayreé’s His- 
tory of pedagogy. In glancing over in- 
dividual sections on periods or countries, 
it is noted that familiar titles are often 
missing, as Trevelyan’s Garibaldi and 
the making of Italy, Breasted’s History of 
Egypt, Harold Lamb’s histories of the 
Crusades, J. W. Thompson’s books on 
the Middle ages, and the names of such 
United States historians as Channing, 
Turner and Beard. 


ing the books. 


In consideration of the uneven quality 
of both the indexing and the bibliography, 
the original recommendation is retained 
for the set in its 13-volume form. World 
epochs is not recommended for library 
purchase. 





F igpic pwnage is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 
tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal vote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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